Accredited

Congratulations!

You have chosen a program for your child
that is accredited by the National Associa-
tion for the Education of Young Chil-
dren. NAEYC administers the largest and
most widely recognized accreditation sys-
tem for all types of early childhood pro-
grams and child care centers. NAEYC is the
nation’s largest organization of early child-
hood educators.

What is accreditation?

Early childhood programs accredited by
the NAEYC Academy for Early Childhood
Program Accreditation have voluntarily
undergone a comprehensive process of
internal self-study and improvement. Each
NAEYC-accredited program must meet all
10 of the NAEYC Early Childhood Program
Standards. For more information about
the standards and NAEYC Accreditation,
visit www.rightchoiceforkids.org.

NAEYC Academy for Early Childhood
Program Accreditation

1313 L Street NW, Suite 500

Washington, DC 20005-4101

www.rightchoiceforkids.org

What is a high-quality
early childhood program?

High-quality programs provide a safe and nur-
turing environment while promoting the devel-
opment of young children. NAEYC-accredited
programs show their quality by meeting the 10
NAEYC Early Childhood Program Standards,
which are based on the latest research on the
education and development of young children.
All NAEYC-accredited programs must

1. promote positive relationships for all children
and adults.

2. implement a curriculum that fosters all areas of
child development—cognitive, emotional, lan-
guage, physical, and social.

3. use developmentally, culturally, and linguistically
appropriate and effective teaching approaches.

4. provide ongoing assessments of child progress.

5. promote the nutrition and health of children
and staff.

6. employ and support qualified teaching staff.

7. establish and maintain collaborative relationships
with families.

8. establish and maintain relationships with and use
resources of the community.

9. provide a safe and healthy physical environment.

10. implement strong program management poli-
cies that result in high-quality service.

NAEYC Accreditation is valid for five years.
During that period, programs make annual re-
ports documenting that they maintain compli-
ance with the program standards. All NAEYC-
accredited programs are also subject to unan-
nounced visits by NAEYC assessors. For more
information about NAEYC Accreditation, please
visit our Web site at www.rightchoiceforkids.org
or call 800-424-2460, ext. 3

The NAEYC Academy for Early Childhood Program
Accreditation is not affiliated with and is not respon-
sible for the administration, dacts, personnel, prop-
erty, or practices of accredited programs.
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