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Worship - 
The Endless Conversation 
Between God and Us

Reverend Chakoian formed the Worship Planning Team with the goal of
including more staff and lay people in developing one of the most important
things that ministers do…..weekly worship.

In early summer 2006, four staff members and one lay representative from the
Worship and Music Committee of the Session began meeting weekly to discuss and
brainstorm every aspect of the way worship is conducted at First Church.  Several
staff members had recently returned from the Calvin Institute of Christian Worship's
annual conference on worship renewal where a plethora of ideas and seminars are
presented on preaching, music, spiritual formation and discipleship.                         

Reverend Chakoian has
reiterated that liturgy
literally means the
"work of the people"
and points toward a
willingness to risk that worship can be more covenantal, participative, expansive and
authentic if planned by a wider circle of leaders.

Furthermore, letting go of the control of worship planning by inviting more staff and
lay participants into the process instantly expands and invigorates it with surprising
creativity and a renewed expectation of the great things of God. 

Initially, the meetings were principally concerned with the practical and the short-term –
“What's needed for next week's service?”  A weekly tracking tool was developed to
document the elements of worship including: order of worship, sacraments, scripture
readings, liturgical year observances, preaching and assistant pastors, sermon series
themes, hymns, prayers, special music, communion, commissioning ceremonies
(elders, deacons, new members, teachers, mission teams) and the participative
ministries of ushers, acolytes, choirs, floral and liturgical readers.

When the aspects of worship are deconstructed in this manner it is quickly evident
how unexamined worship patterns can become frozen into rote rigidity. Feedback
mechanisms are now in place that invite weekly input from the Worship and Music
Committee on how the service glorified God and what may need more attention.

This close examination of the elements of worship at all levels enables the team to
infuse them with spiritual freshness and reverent creativity.  The tracking tool is
now shared weekly with the Worship and Music Committee to ensure that all worship 
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Pastor Accepts
International Role
The Presbyterian Church (USA)
made the following announcement
on its web site. “The  Board
of  Trustees  of  the  Lebanese
Ameriiccan  Uniiversiity  iin
Beiirut  has  eleccted  the  RRev.
Chriistiine  Chakoiian,  pastor
of  Fiirst  Presbyteriian  Churcch
iin  Lake  Forest,  IL  to  serve
on  the  board.  She  succcceeds
the  RReverend  Daviid  Maxxwell,
a  seniior  ediitor  wiith  the
Presbyteriian  Publiishiingg
Corporatiion,  who  has
ccompleted  two  cconseccutiive
terms  of  serviicce  as  a  trustee.”  

Thank you, Christine, for
your willingness to serve as a
board member in this important
educational institution!

A goal without a plan is just a wish.    
Antoine de Saint Exupery    

save the date



Dear friends,
Our sermon series, “Stories We Can’t Live Without” is off and running.
We opened with the Creation stories, and then explored sin’s impact in the Fall,  
Cain and Abel, and the great flood.  Next we started looking at God’s promises to the Patriarchs,
Abraham, Isaac, Jacob and Joseph. We are covering a lot of ground fast.

We’re going so fast, though, that it may be hard to take it all in.  
At a recent Session meeting, one of our Elders asked, “Help me understand
what I should do before or after each Sunday lesson … what to read,
what to study, how to approach this.”
I appreciated his candor, and my guess is that he’s not alone.

I want to offer three options to help you navigate your way through this series:

1 If you’re in one of our new small groups – and you are legion! – you will already have an
opportunity to think and talk about the stories prior to the Sunday lesson.   We’re still receiving
applications to join small groups – but we’ll be closing the first 12-week sessions on October 1.
You’ll have another chance, though, when we re-start after the first of the year. 

2 If you can’t make the weekly commitment to a new small group, or it’s just not your style,
our ongoing Bible study groups are always open to “drop-ins.”  Try one on for size:
Women’s Wednesday Worship (which is really Bible study) meets at 10:00a.m. each week;
Friday morning Men’s Group meets at 7:00a.m. each week. 

3 If groups are not in the cards for you, I encourage you to do individual study.
To help you with this, we’ll provide you with questions for the week prior, and in preparation
for the week ahead, I’ll give you Bible study passages, recommended readings from
supplementary materials, and questions to ponder to prepare for worship.  These study
materials will come with our weekly sermon e-mail.  If you’re not yet on our  e-distribution
list, or if you don’t have access to a computer, contact Donna Birney at (847) 234-6250
or dbirney@firstchurchlf.org, to receive these materials. 

I hope these weeks ahead will be inspiring for your faith.  Let me know how I can help you
make the most of our series.  Your feedback is always welcome.

Every blessing,

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 7
27TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

9:00 & 11:00AM Worship
Reverend Christine Chakoian

World Communion Sunday
Sanctuary Choir at 9:00 & 11:00
Peacemaking Offering Received

Genesis 37 - 50 
Genesis 45: 4-5

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 14
28TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

9:00 & 11:00AM Worship
Reverend Christine Chakoian

Sanctuary Choir at 9:00
Baptism at 11:00

Exodus 1-15 
Exodus 14: 13-14, 21-22

IN MINISTRY TOGETHER
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First Presbyterian 
Church of Lake Forest
847.234.6250

STTEEWWAARRDDSSHHIIPP 2008
The Stewardship Committee is asking that you reflect on your faith and consider your 2008
pledge to the mission and ministry of First Presbyterian Church. Our goal this year is that
each and  every member makes a pledge to the 2008 operating budget so that we might meet
our Core Mission: To proclaim Christ's message; 

To provide a community of spiritual nurture; and
To promote God's vision of justice.

Everything we do, once we confess that Jesus Christ is our Lord and Savior, is stewardship.
It involves what we believe about our possessions; what we do with them; what we believe
about life; and how we live.

You will soon be receiving a letter containing your 2008 pledge card and in that letter we will be
asking you to make your pledge to the mission and ministry of First Church for the coming year.
Our congregation has spoken about our mission and ministry goals for First Church.  Our 100%
participation in the Stewardship campaign this year makes an important statement about our
commitment to those goals.  Please give generously and out of joy for all that God has given to you.

"From everyone to whom much has been given, much will be required." Luke 12: 48



PROCLAIM CHRIST’S MESSAGE
The Flower Delivery Ministry
The Flower Delivery Ministry is a new outreach initiative of the
Board of Deacons to express God's love to individuals and families
within the church community.  It involves the sharing of available
flowers from Sunday worship, weddings, and memorial services
with church members as a reminder of God's love and the support
and friendship of the congregation.

The Deacons are seeking additional volunteers to act as "Flower Delivery Ministers,"
sharing their gifts of kindness and concern with members of our church family who
are ill, hospitalized, or otherwise unable to attend church, as well as those who are
celebrating a special birthday, birth of a family member, baptism, or anniversary.

The flower delivery assignments are organized by calendar quarter so that each volunteer
delivers no more than two arrangements three times during the calendar quarter.  
A brief training session is provided. 

Those who have delivered flowers in the past have expressed how much this activity
has meant to them as well as to the individuals receiving the flowers. To volunteer 
to help out, or for additional information, please call or e-mail Sue Barkhausen 
(847) 234-5925; dbarkhausen@sbcglobal.net). 

What Is the Peacemaking Offering?
The Peacemaking Offering is one of four special
offerings designated by the General Assembly of the
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.). The 192nd General
Assembly (1980) of the former United Presbyterian
Church in the United States of America called for an
offering to be received to support peacemaking
initiatives and peace education throughout the church
when it adopted the recommendations in the report
“Peacemaking: The Believers’ Calling.” 

The Peacemaking Offering is received by most
congregations on World Communion Sunday ,
October 7. It is recommended that 25% of the
Offering received be retained by each congregation,
25% be used by synods and presbyteries, and 50% be
used by the General Assembly ministries through the
Presbyterian Peacemaking Program.

WORLD COMMUNION  SUNDAY
October 7 is less than a month away, and on that day we, along with Christians
around the world will be celebrating World Communion Sunday.  For more than 
60 years, the first Sunday in October has been designated as a day when Christians 
celebrate the  sacrament of Holy Communion as a part of a global community of faith.

The Presbyterian Church (USA) began World Communion Sunday in 1936 by
inviting Presbyterians in the United States and overseas to celebrate Communion
together. It was planned so that other denominations could participate, and by 1940
had spread beyond the Presbyterian Church. Today, Christians from all around the
world gather on the first Sunday in October to affirm their oneness in Christ as they
celebrate the Lord’s Supper on World Communion Sunday.

First Church will celebrate World Communion Sunday by using special breads for
our communion service, representative of the various nationalities and backgrounds
from our congregation.  If you would be willing to buy or bake a loaf of bread that
represents your heritage, please contact Lee Gantz at (847) 295-9684 or
lgglf@aol.com. We look forward, with enthusiasm, to the variety of breads that you offer
and thank you for your willingness  to participate in this very special communion Sunday. 

FALL BLOODDRIVE

Sunday, 
Nov. 18

save the date

(continued from page 1)

participants are cued to the order and
elements of the worship service.

The Worship Planning Team strives to plan
worship that invites people to be participants
not watchers of an event.  As our search
committees completed their work and the
congregation extended calls to new
ministers, the Worship Planning Team has
grown and been energized by talent and
fresh ideas for worshipping God.The Long
Range Planning and Governance
Committee's goals, coupled with the
concentration on three of the "Great Ends
of the Church" (proclaiming the Gospel,
providing a community of spiritual nurture
and promoting God’s vision of justice),
impart inspiring parameters that infuse
intentionality into worship planning.

Indeed, as the walls of rote worship are
torn down the options for what is possible
can be overwhelming.  Fortunately, the
team is blessed with the checks and balances of
discernment about what is reverent, invitational
and inclusive for corporate worship.

Top-of-mind too is the challenge that
understanding and articulating the Christian
faith must make room for the concept of
the mystery of God that transcends human
rationality.  This ineffable mystery is a
highly individual experience which can be
evoked variably by music, spoken word,
meditative quiet, prayer, drama, artistry and
the mere ambience of corporate worship.
The team is committed to using all of the
tools in the worship planning toolbox to
enhance everyone's conversation with God.

Worship - 
The Endless Conversation 

Between God and Us



PROMOTE GOD’S JUSTICE

First Presbyterian Church Helping P.A.D.S.
Our congregation has a long history of helping P.A.D.S. (Public Action to Deliver
Shelter) serve many of Lake County's neediest citizens, some of them chronically
homeless and some in need of only temporary assistance.

Shelters are located throughout Lake County, seven nights a week, October through April.

Our volunteers provide a warm reception, dinner, overnight supervision and
companionship as well as breakfast and a bag lunch for 50 men at Wesley Free
Methodist Church in Waukegan on the 2nd and 5th Tuesdays of each month.

Our first assigned evening to provide dinner at the P.A.D.S. shelter is
Tuesday, October 9.  Your help is vital to the continuation of this important
ministry.  We are seeking your donations of casseroles, milk, fruit, juices, and dessert.
If you can help, please see our sign-up sheet on the table outside the church office.

We welcome the assistance of families, scout troops, small groups, or individuals
who are willing to serve dinner, spend the night, serve breakfast, or assemble lunches.

Please contact Deacons Tom Ritter (847) 234-8215 
or Sue Barkhausen (847) 234-5925 if you have questions.  Many thanks.

MEMORIALS
Marjorie (Kahler)  White died on
September 17, 2007. Mrs. White
is  the mother of member Cindy
Magnuson. She wil l  be missed
by her family and fr iends.
A memorial  service was held in
the chapel  on September 20, 2007
Reverend Patr ick Day off ic ia t ing.

On Sunday, October 21, we continue the long-standing tradition
of presenting Bibles to the children of our congregation.
Third-graders will be called forward, by name, during the 9:00am worship service
to receive a Children’s Bible.  In Sunday School, the children learn the
Bible stories we
can’t live without
and it is our hope
that this Bible will
encourage a life-long
love of reading the
stories for themselves.

We are in the
process of contacting
all third graders to confirm who will be present to receive a Bible. If you do not
receive a letter but have a third grader who wishes to receive a Bible, please 
contact Amy Pagliarella at apagliarella@firstchurchlf.org or by calling the church.  

3rd Grade Bible Sunday 2006

Calling All Eagle Scouts!
If you look at the wall outside Fellowship
Hall, you will see the plaques naming the
Troop 46 Scouts who have attained the
rank of Eagle from Ian McPherson in
1931 to Matt Engel in 2006. First Church
has supported Troop 46 since 1930 when
the pastor, Reverend Dr. George Roberts
and the Session chartered the troop. Dr.
Roberts’ legacy involves children and
young adults. He is remembered for the
children’s messages he did every Sunday
in worship and as the leader of Troop 46.

The Boy Scouts of America, Northeast
Illinois Council are sponsoring a
“Gathering of Eagles.”  If you know a
man who earned the rank of Eagle Scout
as a boy, let him know that he’s invited
to meet many other Eagle Scouts at this
rare gathering. This event will be held at
Lovell’s of Lake Forest Fine Dining on
Wednesday, October 24, 2007 at 6:30 p.m.
All interested adults are encouraged to
attend, including spouses or parents of
Eagle Scouts.

The reception will feature stories presented
by noted author Alvin Townley about
famous Eagle Scouts including Bill
Marriott, Jr., Bill Gates, Sr., New York
Mayor Michael Bloomberg and NASA
astronaut Jim Lovell from his book,
“Legacy of Honor: The Values and
Influence of America’s Eagle Scouts”.
Captain Lovell has been invited to share
his stories at this event, too.

Call the Northeast Illinois Council, Boy Scouts
of America for more information at 
(847) 433-1813, or at the online registration
website at WWW.NEIC.ORG.

RAINBOWS
Children kindergarten – 8th grade
Thursdays beginning October 18
4:30 – 5:30PM South Parlor
Whenever a change takes place in the family—

death, divorce, separation or abandonment—it has a profound effect on
all members in a family. Grieving is a natural process which evolves from
an emotional loss. Grief can be a positive experience which will provide
a foundation for personal growth and strength. When grief does not have an
opportunity to be resolved, its impact can be destructive. Rainbows is an
organization created to provide children an opportunity for healing after
a painful loss. If you would like more information, contact Amy Pagliarella,
apagliarella@firstchurchlf.org or (847) 234-6250 ext 229.



PROVIDE SPIRITUAL NURTURE

F A L L R U M M A G E  S A L EHELP WANTED: 
Loving and responsible
child care providers
are needed to care for
children age 3 and under
in the church’s nursery.
We are seeking an
experienced caregiver to
lead in the nursery on
Sunday mornings, as
well as other caregivers
(can include high school
and college students) to
provide additional care
on Sundays and 
occasional weekdays.
Caregivers must be
able to provide
references and proof of
ability to work in the
United States.  
Please contact Amy at
apagliarella@
firstchurchlf.org
or call (847) 234-6250.  
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Bakers needed for the fall Rummage  Sale
on Saturday,  October  13

...6 dozen cookies, bars, brownies, or 3 loaves of a sweet bread.
Please contact Jody Hillger at (847) 234-6320 or jodyhillger@comcast.net

WORK TRIP SPAGHETTI DINNER 
& TALENT SHOW $20.00 per person

...Sunday, October 28...6:30PM in Fellowship Hall   

The annual Spaghetti Dinner and Work Trip Talent Show are combining this year 
for a doubly joyous evening of preparation for mission and ministry! 

The senior high work trip will go to Camp Wonderland in Missouri in June 2008 
for a week to do physical labor and to help with the handicapped campers. 

This mountain top experience for the youth and advisors (over 125 last year) 
is supported by the whole church family. For the first time, two fundraisers are being combined into one fun evening.

The youth will cook and serve dinner. Our multi-talented youth follow it up with the Work Trip Talent Show.
This is a great opportunity for younger children to see what they have to look forward to in high school youth group.

If you thought it was amusing to try to dunk Kristie (Director of Youth Ministries)
and Patrick (Associate Pastor for Family Life) at the picnic, you won’t want to miss this fun! 

Please make your reservation by contacting Kerry Spera kspera@firstchurchlf.org or (847) 234-6250 ext. 233.


