


Dedicate  Easter Flowers
in Honor or In Memory of a Loved One
Honor a special beloved person with a dedication that will be listed in the church bulletin on
Easter Sunday, April 8. Contributions can be made using the Easter Flower envelope found in the
pew rack. It may be placed  in the offering plate during worship or returned in person or by mail
to the church office no later than Wednesday, April 4. Be sure to print clearly WHOM the
dedication is in memory of and FROM whom so the dedication can be properly presented.
The donation can also be given to  the Glory of God, in celebration of a special occasion, in honor
of our brave soldiers, or for any reason you may want to share with our congregation. Please make
your tax deductible donation, payable to First Presbyterian Church/Flower Ministry.

Dear Friends,

In mid-March we were treated to amazing presentations by Rick Barger, pastor of Abiding
Hope Lutheran Church in Littleton, Colorado.  Over the last six months our elders and
deacons have been studying Rick’s book – A New and Right Spirit: Creating an
Authentic Church in a Consumer Culture. Our book study has been helpful;
but it was Rick’s presence with us that galvanized our thinking.

The crux of Rick’s argument is this: not through our own fault, but in the course of
cultural pressures, most mainline churches have forgotten what our “core business” is.
Our mission is not to provide counseling, to be community activists, to create social
outlets, to raise money for good causes, or even to ensure individual personal salvation in
exchange for righteous living.  Salvation has already been ensured by God through Jesus
Christ.  Our mission is to be the body of Christ in the world.  

I am convinced that our three Great Ends are a powerful start to a renewed focus on our
core mission.  Proclaiming Christ’s message, providing a community of Spiritual nurture,
and promoting God’s vision of justice are the ways First Presbyterian Church Lake Forest
will strive to be faithful.  Our work now in the weeks ahead is to attach particular
immediate and longer-term goals to our Great Ends.  Our next Session meeting we’ll
begin to define our two or three key goals.  Watch for those key goals to be identified
and broadcasted throughout the church.  You can help by holding your Session and staff
accountable to this task … by letting us know any thoughts you may have on these matters
… and, as always, by praying constantly for God’s guidance for our plans.  

These are exciting days in the life of our church.  I, for one,
can  feel the Spirit stirring things up; not condemning the past,
but using the best of who we are to create more than we could imagine.

Every blessing,

SUNDAY, APRIL 1
PASSION/PALM SUNDAY

9:00 & 11:00AM Worship
The Reverend Christine Chakoian

Passion Sunday Drama  
Communion 

Lectionary: Luke 19: 28-40
Psalm 118: 1-2, 19-29
Isaiah 50: 4-9a
Psalm 31: 9-16
Luke 22: 14-23 or 23: 1-49
Philippians2: 5-11

SUNDAY, APRIL 8
EASTER/RESSURECTION OF THE LORD

7:00, 9:00 & 11:00AM Worship
The Reverend Christine Chakoian
The Reverend Dr. Don Dempsey

The Reverend Patrick Day
The Reverend Kent W. Kinney
Youth Music Ministry at 7:00 

Sanctuary Choir, Childrens Choir’s
and Brass at 9:00 & 11:00

Lectionary: Acts 10: 34-43 or 
Isaiah 65: 17-25
Psalm 118: 1-2, 14-24
1 Corinthians 15:19-26
John 20: 1-18

IN MINISTRY TOGETHER
Pastor/Head of Staff

Rev. Christine Chakoian
cchakoian@firs tchurchlf.org

Associate Executive Pastor
Rev. Dr. Don Dempsey

ddempsey@firs tchurchlf.org

Associate Pastor Rev. Patrick Day
pday@firs tchurchlf.org

Parish Associate Rev. Kent Kinney
kkinney@firs tchurchlf.org

Children’s Ministry Donna Birney
dbirney@firs tchurchlf.org

Director of Youth Ministries Kristie Finley
kfinley@firs tchurchlf.org

Director of Music/Organist Jill Hunt
jhunt@firs tchurchlf.org

Director of Sanctuary Choir Thomas Tropp Jr.
t t ropp@firs tchurchlf.org

Director of Children’s Choirs Elizabeth Weismehl
eweismehl@firstchurchlf.org

Director of Youth Music Ministry Lesley Byers 
lbyers@firstchurchlf.org

Preschool Director Ruth Luke
preschool@firstchurchlf.org

Church Business Manager Herb Smyers
hsmyers@firstchurchlf.org

Church website www.firstchurchlf.org
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PROCLAIM CHRIST’S MESSAGE

IN MEMORIAM
Virg in ia  Gran t  Gr i f f i s
died on March 8, 2007
in Bellingham, Washington
where she lived for many
years. Ginny was born in
Highland Park and joined
First Church in 1937. She was
known in the community
through her work at the
Trading Post Gift Shop
and shared her love for people
through the Women’s Guild,
teaching Sunday School and
outreach ministry with the
pastors. Ginny believed that
if an activity was worth doing,
it was worth doing well!
She will be missed by her
daughter, Sherry George and
all those who knew her.
A service was not held.

Spring Rummage Sale Invitation
Do you have a limited time for volunteering but have expert knowledge
in a specialty that you would like to share with Rummage? 
On Saturday, April 14 Rummage invites members of the congregation
and their friends to come and be “Drop in Experts” for the morning.  
We will work from 9:30AM until noon and enjoy a light lunch.

What is a “Drop in Expert”? A Drop in Expert is a person with significant knowledge in a given area
who would be willing to help Rummage with identifying and valuing donations in their area of expertise
prior to the sale. We need experts in the following areas to help us sort and price the following merchandise:

Men’s Suits........Men’s Better Clothing.......Ladies Better Clothing.......Trend Shop (Juniors)

Art Work.........Sporting goods..........Golf Equipment...........Baby Merchandise...........Jewelry

In the clothing areas we are trying to sort and price items into more categories than we have in the past
with the hope of identifying higher value items and pricing them more in accordance with their true value.
We also need help identifying more valuable artwork and assigning prices to those pieces. We have the
same goal in Sporting Goods and Golf Equipment. We need guidance in the Baby merchandise area in
identifying safe items to sell as well as recognizing better brands. Jewelry needs to be sorted by patient
volunteers willing to straighten chains, match earrings and more.

If you would like to help on April 14th or have questions about this volunteer opportunity, please email
Chris Denniston cad4lf@comcast.net or Deb Dintruff at deb.dintruff@comcast.net to RSVP for the morning.
Please let us know what type of expert you would like to be. We would appreciate RSVPs by April 11th so
we know how many experts to expect and to plan lunch. We look forward to this new Volunteer
Opportunity in Rummage and hope to see many experts that day! 

SET-UP SUNDAY.......April 29
- Sunday afternoon

1:00pm - 5:00pm

SET-UP CONTINUES... April 30
- Monday all day
9:00am - 5:00pm

SET-UP CONTINUES......May 1
- Tuesday 

9:00am - 1:00pm 
posted hours for sign-up;
some departments will work 
in the afternoon to finish

CHAIRMEN’S PRESALE...May 2  
- Wednesday

10:00am - 12:30pm

WORKER’S PRESALE.....May 2  
- Wednesday

1:00am  - 4:00pm

(THURSDAY & FRIDAY -  NO ACTIVITY)

SATURDAY
SALE DAY

May 5
Sale hours 

7:00AM until 4:00PM



Bid For 
Better Lives

Saturday, April 28, 2007 at the Onwentsia Club, Lake Forest
6:00PM



PROMOTE GOD’S VISION OF JUSTICE

Help OurYouth: Become a Teacher or Shepherd
If you're looking for a way to serve in your community and give back, you may
want to consider becoming involved in Sunday School at First Church next year.
The Children's Ministries Committee needs you! Leading our youth (ages 3 through
6th grade) through Christian learning presents a wonderful way to connect with
young lives and help them progress in their individual faith journeys. 

Commitment involves one hour each Sunday during the 9 am service over a six-week
unit-or more-starting in the fall. You can also organize a "tag team" approach with
spouse or friend for more flexibility. Teachers lead one lesson with a different age
group each week. Shepherds guide students to their classrooms and assist with lessons.
Turn-key, easy-to-use lesson plans and materials are provided. An informational
kick-off meeting is scheduled for Monday, April 23 at 9:30 AM in the Stuart Room.
Please contact Donna Birney for more details at (847) 234-6250, ext. 255.

Sew-In April 21
We need your help!
Sew Much Comfort is an organization that 
sews adaptive clothing for our soldiers and
sailors who have been wounded. 
Bring your sewing machine, your sewing
skills, and join us in Fellowship Hall
at 8:30 AM on Saturday, April 21 as
we support this important cause.  Supplies
and directions will be provided.  If you
are interested, please contact Jessica Allen
at (847) 234-8456, or Liz Bradner at
(847) 433-3139.  

...aids soldiers

Gathering and Sending or... Ushering?
Head ushering is a routine and straightforward task... right?  But let us picture a
First Church worship service in which:

1.  No one greeted worshippers
2.  No one passed out bulletins
3.  No one assisted congregants to their seats
4.  No one answered questions
5.  No one responded to a health crisis
6.  No one called the Fire Department when the alarm sounded
7.  No one collected the offering.
8.  No one provided microphones to hear the prayers of the people

It's clear isn't it?  The entire experience of worship would be radically depleted
without these crucial participants and the ministry that they extend.  

Recently, Dr. Holper spoke to the Worship and Music Committee and reiterated the
key relationship between 'honor and sacrament' and 'gathering and sending' in the
order of worship.  He exhorted us not to make the mistake of underestimating the
power of greeting and extending welcome.  He reminded us that we never know who
will 'walk through our door' on any Sunday and how that person may positively
influence our congregation.  He emphasized that the 'gathering and sending' portions
of the worship experience are threshold moments in which we 'enter into community'
and then 'go out into the world'.  He is convinced that these threshold moments can
be times when hearts are changed.

"We cannot underestimate the transforming power of the 'gathering and sending'
portion of the worship experience." Dr. Fred Holper, 

Professor of Preaching and Worship, McCormick Theological Seminary

You can be part of gathering and sending by being trained as a First Church Head
Usher.  If you enjoy meeting people, organizing and serving with fellow ushers,
ensuring welcome, order and safety in worship, then you are an ideal candidate for
a one-time thorough Head Usher training session offered by Jim Simmen to men and
women who are willing to serve in this crucial worship leadership and service role.
In addition to the visible ministry of welcoming, head ushers are trained to handle
emergencies and ensure the safety and comfort of congregants. They work in close
tandem with pastors to choreograph authentic worship.  

Head ushers always serve at the convenience of their own schedules so please
do not rule yourself out if you travel;  ushers are needed at all times of the year
and your personal schedule will not exclude you from this ministry. Please consider
sharing your time and skills by contacting Jim by email: zweisimmen@att.net
or (847) 362-0963 for details on an upcoming spring training session.  Or call
the church office, (847) 234-6250.

Staff Changes, as does life
Gay Webb, administrative
assistant to Reverend
Christine Chakoian, and her
husband Bill leave April 1
for an extended stay in

Dubai. Gay’s presence has been a gift to the
staff and congregation of First Church and
she will be missed. Gay has promised to keep
in touch. We offer the Webbs our prayers as
they begin this next stimulating phase of life.

Beth Gillies has become
Pastor Chakoian’s
administrative assistant,
effective immediately and will
continue the successful ministry
modeled by Gay Webb.

The Christian
Ideas group
is exploring
concepts of
morality and
sin through
reading and
d i s c u s s i n g

classic works of Christian thought.  This
month’s works include Milton’s Paradise Lost
and  a pair of stories by Edgar Allen Poe.
The group meets Tuesday evenings at 7:00
in the Parish House.  Newcomers and
visitors are welcome.  See the adult
education web site for more details at
www.firstchurchlf.org/adult.

For further information, contact 
Kevin Warnke at  warnkek@sbcglobal.net 

or (847) 615-2002 (evenings)

Christian
IDEAS

A SMALL GROUP MINISTRY DEVOTED TO
READING & DISCUSSING CLASSIC WORKS
ADDRESSING BASIC ISSUES OF THE CHRISTIAN FAITH




